ALFRED NOBEL AND LITERATURE

Among Nobel's papers there is another unfinished story, called
" In Lightest Africa/' It reveals the same defects of style as
" Brothers and Sisters." It has, however, a certain biographical
interest, for as in the unfinished novel which we have just quoted, he
developed his religious ideas, so " In Lightest Africa " was intended
as a vehicle for Nobel's political opinions. He enjoyed displaying
fairly strong radical views in his conversation, and the nihilism
so popular in the Russia of his youth had undoubtedly exercised a
certain influence upon him. But in his heart Nobel had no confi-
dence in the political understanding of the masses; he was no
friend of universal suffrage, and still less of parliamentarism, and
would gladly have given the Government dictatorial powers. He
expressed his views through a character bearing the appropriate
name, Avenir, Avenir being a radical, while the " I" of the story
is an extreme reactionary, favouring absolute obedience to here-
ditary kings.

" Even if they are semi-imbecile or criminals ? " Avenir con-
temptuously asked

" That they very rarely are," I replied, " for the anointed of
the Lord have heavenly gifts which are almost irreconcilable with
mental deficiency or criminal tendencies. But since you so sharply
criticise, or rather pour scorn upon the holy dignity of kingship,
what have you better to put in its place ? "

" Your question really puts me in a difficulty," said Avenir,
" for I must confess that one is as bad as the other. The three
forms of government usual at the present day are all about equally
valueless."

" What are these forms of government ?" asked my
neighbour.

" Absolute monarchy, constitutional monarchy, and republican
government," answered Avenir.

"But these are the only forms of government that the world